Denise A. Tennessee, P.E.
Ms. Denise Tennessee has 36 years of professional experience and is currently the Director, Office of Environmental Justice and Sustainability, at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 4, Atlanta, Georgia. She is responsible for implementing the environmental justice, pollution prevention and community sustainability initiatives in eight southeastern states. These eight states have the largest and fastest growing population and the highest percentage of environmental justice communities and industry in the country. Ms. Tennessee has held this position for 7 years and attributes the office’s success to the outstanding team working with her. Previously, Denise worked at EPA Region 4 as the Senior Agriculture Advisor.  She has been with the agency since 2006. 

Prior to joining the EPA, Ms. Tennessee was a principle in AGT Consulting, LLC, where she designed animal waste management systems for farmers across the county.  She spent 16 years working in the public sector for the U.S. Department of Agriculture and was responsible to water quality modeling, waste management design, water and air quality programs and she lead multiple internal, program review teams.  Ms. Tennessee’s also worked at the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and was responsible for design and construction projects at military bases in the southwest.  Her first professional job was with Gulf Oil Company where she selected sites and calculated the return on investment for new oil and gas wells in West Texas and managed on-site implementation of the production protocol.  

Denise has a Bachelor of Science degree in Geological Engineering from the University of Missouri-Rolla and a Master of Engineering degree in Civil Engineering from the University of Texas-Arlington.  She has successfully completed multiple leadership and technical training classes. 

Denise completed the Federal Executive Institute - Leadership in a Democratic Society Program in 1998.  She has received multiple Performance and Leadership Awards and is a licensed Professional Engineer.  

